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the aggregate. At the present time the army of occupation in
South-West Africa still numbers 4,000 men, and there is no
immediate probability of any large reduction, at any rate until
the semi-military police force has been trained. This is to
number over 1,200, mostly mounted men, and the majority of
these whites.
It is not difficult to see what the attitude  of this country
should be towards the colonial endeavours of a friendly neigh-
bouring Power.    It has never been laid down in more statesman-
like words than by Mr. G-ladstone in 1885, when the first and
only serious colonial misunderstandings between England and
Germany occurred.    And even if it be true that the Emperor
has said, " Wherever in the world I can drive a nail on which to
hang my shield I will drive it," Germany has only been doing
during the last twenty years what other colonial Powers had done
a century before it, insomuch that all the best places for nails
and shields were long ago appropriated.    It is, of course, possible
to detect in the frenzied utterances of Pan-Germans and others
motives for colonial enterprise which are far from friendly to this
country, yet until these men are taken seriously in Germany it
would seem superfluous to attach importance to their utterances
abroad.    Those  who   are  not  influenced by the argument of
amity may on other grounds reconcile to their consciences and
their  interest  an   attitude  of   at  least  benevolent  neutrality.
They may recall how in 1881, when France  avowed designs
against   Morocco,  Prince   Bismarck  quietly  looked   on,   only
remarking to  those  who wondered  at  his   serenity that  the
more France occupied itself with colonisation the better it would
be for Germany.